Focus

DOLPHINS BACK IN SINGAPORE ...

By Catherine Brassaud Filling up one of ['hE\E forms won’t take you too long be-
caus Or suc > date, the
time, the ]u;.anuu.du_:lphln asic behaviours, etc. The hard-
est part of the job is to know what sp s you are looking
at. Unfortunately, ther of dnlphln species but
a stencounter four
them take

utes to fill up our sighting for d help us to
inerease our dolphin i

; t wrile a brie dc:scl‘i;;:li::rﬂ

‘jl"-’lf’hmﬂ“dd g ations. For that pur of the “strange monster” yo tead of the spe-
from people oriented towar 1arine environment are il
of great importance. Th
of our dolphins’ whereabouts. To make your work easier, the four more commonly

sighted species are:

* the Bottlenose Dolphin

* the Humpback Dolphin

= the Irrawaddy Dolphin

= the Finless Porpoise

Then, of course, there is the dugong.

No words can describe the different dolphins as well as a picture! But these few basic
points should help you identify them such as the colour, the snout and the dorsal fin.

* Humpback Deolphins are snow white to pink

* Bottlenose Dolphins are dark grey individuals; have both a beak and a dorsal fin

with a beak and a dorsal fin
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+ Finless Porpoises are dark grey without both
the beak and the dorsal fin

* Irrawaddy Dolphins are dark grey without
a beak but with a small dorsal fin

Now that I’ve got your interest with this ea
Sy edtorsnote:

to identify our main dolphin species, let me add a few
words. It could be a little more difficult in the i
the middle of a grey swelling sea with those ¢
animals but I’m sure that nothing will stop you
motivated dolphin watchers!




